
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             JANUARY 24, 2016 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 54 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious God, I have an image of who I am, and I hold to it tenaciously.  
My image does not include anything like my being poor, blind, captive, 
and oppressed.  However, occasionally I am visited by an insight into 
myself which informs me differently about the person I am; that is, I am 
exactly these things.  When I am inside this insight I experience myself 

as a person held in the grip of conflicts which I cannot see or 
understand, as a person whose enthusiasm for life is crushed by 
being conflicted, and who is fragmented to such a degree that I 
have a difficult time functioning.  Normally, I am able to care for 
myself, but under the influence of this different perception of 
who I am my emotional needs go begging and are not attended 
to.  This insight stands in stark contrast to the customary 
experience of myself as competent, together and effective.  I am 
repulsed by this different perception of myself, and am troubled 
by the fact that the perception persistently returns. 
 

Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 4:14-21 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 278 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 316 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation & Session 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for January 31, 2016 
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 
FYI 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of 
Faith Presbyterian Church will take place on Sunday, January 31, 
2016, in the sanctuary, at 11:20am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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Gracious God… 
I very much want my life to be “easy” in the sense 
of requiring less work.  You also want my life to be 
easy; however, with you “easy” means “fitting” in 
the sense of congruent.  That is, your desire is that 
my life will “fit me better,” as in my interior and 
exterior life will match more closely, and my life will 
therefore not be such an effort.  I like the idea of my 
interior and exterior life matching more closely, but 
I struggle with the way you accomplish this.  I want 
to get rid of the interior things that do not match 
the way I wish to live outwardly.  You, on the other 
hand, expand my experience of my interior life, and 
then rearrange my exterior life to more accurately 
reflect what is internal.  In a surprising way this 
makes my life easier in the sense of requiring less 
work.  It does this by making my experience of 
myself less idealistic and more accurate, so that I 
struggle less with who I am, and spend less energy 
trying to be someone I am not.  I need to ponder 
your way of having an “easy” life.  Given the reality 
of who I am, I believe my pondering in this way is a 
fitting way to worship you. 

  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Third Sunday after Epiphany – Luke 4:14-21 
 When we think about being poor, blind, captive, and oppressed 
we tend to focus on objective people in objective situations. We 
rarely think of these as subjective realities. However, when thought 
about as internal states, these words can describe virtually all 
human beings, especially including those of us who tend not to 
identify with them. 
 The word translated as “poor” is the Greek word meaning “a 
beggar (as cringing).” Internally, it refers to someone who lives for 
an extended period of time in a state of being frightened and 
therefore troubled. They are undone by the fear to the point where 
they cringe and cower in the face of much of their life, and do so to 
such an extent that their needs, emotional and otherwise are not 
attended to; that is, their needs go begging. The word translated as 
“captive” is a word meaning “a prisoner of war.” The war would be 
the internal conflict created by being afraid; this person is held in 
the grip of that conflict and is imprisoned by it and in it. The word 
translated as “blind” is the Greek word meaning “opaque (smoky), 
that is, blind physically or mentally.” Internally, it would refer to 
someone unable to see clearly the conflict that holds them in its 
grip; that is, they would not know what they are afraid of. The word 
translated as “oppressed” is the Greek word meaning “to crush (a 
shattering to minute fragments)” and refers to someone who is 
emotionally pulverized and fragmented by the conflict over being 
afraid, in which they are imprisoned and to which they are blind. 
Putting these together, we have a person who is frightened, who is 
conflicted about being afraid and is held in the grip of that conflict, 
who cannot see or understand the fear, and who is crushed by the 
fear or is fragmented because of it, to such a degree that their 
emotional or other needs go begging and are not attended to. 
 This condition is addressed by Christ who introduces “favor” 
into it. The Greek word translated as “favor” is a word meaning 
“approval,” from a root “to receive,” a passive verb having the 
sense of “to have offered to one.” Speaking metaphorically, Christ 
constructs an approving internal environment and offers it to us. 
The arrival of this environment is good news in that it brings us 
release, sight, and freedom. 

 In the middle of our being poor, blind, captive and oppressed, 
and in the middle of the customary self-judgment that comes with 
them, we are given God’s approval as someone characterized by 
these characteristics. The word “approve” means to consider 
something “right or good.” We get the sense that we are right with 
God as we are, even though these characteristics are true of us. As 
this approval takes root and grows in us it creates mental and 
emotional room around whatever we are facing and feeling. This 
“release” comes from our self-judgment being somewhat “sent 
forth” [the root of “release”] into the background. In this way the 
approval brings us some “freedom,” a word which also means 
“pardon.” Within that freedom we are able to consider what we are 
not usually able to think and feel. We are allowed to look up out of 
the rut in which we normally live [recovery of sight] and be 
receptive to ways of thinking and feeling other than the ones we are 
accustomed to, including the idea that there may be a way to make 
use of what we are facing. The approval we are offered, and the way 
this decreases the judgments we are under, makes it so that we are 
not so impacted, and therefore we are not as fragmented and 
pulverized by our situation as we were before. This is the good news 
of God’s favor. 
 All of this is fulfilled in our hearing. The word “fulfilled” means to 
make replete, which means “abundantly supplied.” The word 
translated as hearing is the word “ear” and refers to the physical ear 
and also to mental hearing. In other words, what is described above 
is abundantly supplied as we take it in. What is involved here is more 
than simply getting an idea, although getting the idea is where all of 
this begins. “Hearing” is about letting something in, pondering it, 
and beginning to trust it and rely on it. As we slowly receive the 
good news of God’s approval, as we watch and listen for its 
commentary on our life, the favor it produces becomes more 
available to us. 

In reality what we are describing does not go as smoothly as this 
explanation portrays. It is difficult to acknowledge that we can be 
characterized as poor, blind, captive, and oppressed. To protect 
ourselves we move on and therefore do not stay with our situation 
long enough for Christ to unpack it with us. True to his character, 



Christ will accept even this. He continues to come to us, continues 
creating this internal environment and offering it to us as a way to 
help us sympathize with and understand our need to move on. 

Remember that the environment which Christ creates in us does 
not make the conditions of being poor or blind, etc. go away. What 
it does do is take us out of the position of being done in by them. 
We are acceptable in these conditions, which makes it possible to 
move from being their victim to being able to witness them, to 
observe them. We become able to reflect on these conditions 
without being so completely judged for their being true. This helps 
us to caringly own them as ours, to explore how they formed in us 
and are re-created in us on a daily basis. They then become useful 
to us by helping us have a life through them. God’s promise is that 
we will be offered the opportunity to participate in the fullness of 
our actual life. The environment Christ creates in us is what makes 
that possible. 

[Jim Robie, 1-20-16, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 4:14-21] 


